
Wing Avenue Corridor Study 
Questions and Answers from 10/17/16 Public Input Meeting 

 

 What is the status of the natural beauty road petition? 
o On August 24, we received a petition to designate Wing Avenue as a Natural 

Beauty Road. This designation is given to some local roads for having unusual or 
outstanding beauty by virtue of native vegetation or other natural features for the 
use and enjoyment of local residents and the public in general.  

o The City Commission will certainly take this petition into consideration.  A public 
hearing will be held no later than February 2017 with public notice being sent out 
a minimum of 2 weeks prior to the hearing. The City is evaluating a timliene that 
best fits this project to hold the public hearing.   

 Will fire hydrants be added with new watermain? 
o If watermain is installed as part of the project, fire hydrants would be installed 

every 500 feet. Not only would this provide additional safety for the residents, it 
can also lower home owner’s insurance. 

 What side would a trail be installed on? 
o If a water main is constructed as part of the upgrades, the trail will be placed above 

the water main on the west side of the road to preserve as many trees as possible.    

 Could eminent domain be utilized to for Breton Rd extension from 52nd to 60th? 
o A public agency in Michigan can acquire private property via eminent domain 

through Public Act 149 of 1911. Until the City knows where the private property 
owners who own the adjacent property want to put homes on their land, it is 
impossible to locate future sanitary sewer and storm sewer laterals in the correct 
location underneath the road making this option impractical.   

 Is the road unsafe now? 
o In the current condition, the road does not meet current safety standards. In 

particular, it is not easy to see either vertically or horizontally, due the overgrowth 
and the hilly nature of the road. The proposed construction would give bikers and 
pedestrians a safe path.  

 Why is it necessary to construct sidewalk or a trail? 
o The Kentwood Zoning Ordinance (Section 3.10) requires sidewalk along all 

portions of arterial or collector streets.  City Commission Resolutions have 
previously exempted certain streets, including Wing Avenue, from the 
installation of sidewalk until such time that a final grade is established.  The 
planned upgrade of Wing Avenue will bring the street to final grade thereby 
triggering the required installation of sidewalk to provide a safe, accessible, 
convenient and continuous route to move about the city for non-motorized 
users as it is for those utilizing motorized transportation.  A non-motorized trail  
separated from the street would likewise address this requirement. 

 Can mailboxes be placed on both sides of the road as part of the construction project? 
o The City will make the post office aware of the project and let them know there is interest 

in having the mailboxes on both sides of the road.  The final decision is up to the post 
office on the mailbox locations. 



 What can you do to slow down traffic to discourage cut through traffic? 
o A combination of continued police enforcement with engineering design tools 

such as reduced lane widths and tree preservation could help keep traffic speeds 
reasonable. 

 How does the State classify Wing Avenue? 
o Wing Avenue is classified as a major street by the State. 

 Who is paying for the project with respect to Roads, Water, Sanitary, Storm? 
o Road improvements would be paid for by the City, Storm sewer improvements 

would be specially assessed back to the adjacent benefitting properties upon 
completion of the project, and watermain or sanitary improvements would be 
financed by the City of Grand Rapids rate structure, but then would be charged 
back to the benefitting adjacent property owners upon connection to each 
system.  If a water well fails, a property owner has the right to sink another well 
as long as the water quality meets County standards.  If a septic system fails, and 
the home is more than 200 feet away from an available sanitary sewer lateral, 
another septic system can be permitted by the County.  If a septic system fails and 
the home is within 200 feet of an available sewer lateral connection to the sanitary 
system would be required.  The City Commission is reviewing changes to the storm 
sewer policy. 

 How much are Water/Sewer connection fees? 
o In 2016 the Grand Rapids sanitary frontage fee is $94/foot, and $2,928 to connect.  

Watermain is $82/foot for frontage and $2,928 to connect. 

 How can we reduce the semi-truck traffic and ensure that Wing does not become a truck 
route? 

o Continued police enforcement will discourage trucks from utilizing Wing Avenue.  
There are no commercial or industrial properties near Wing Avenue and will not 
be designated a truck route. 

 How much closer will the road be to my house? 
o This depends on the final road cross-section chosen, but anywhere from 2 to 6 

feet closer depending on the final design approved by the City Commission.  
 How does the water/sewer assessment apply to those with no frontage? 

o If there is no property frontage, only a connection fee would be paid.  There would be no 
linear frontage fee.   

 Can Grand Rapids finance a portion of the construction of the water/ sanitary sewer? 
o Yes. If utilities are part of the final design, we intend to have Grand Rapids finance all of 

the water and sanitary sewer costs.  

 Can the Wing Avenue Study be tabled at the next meeting to address the Natural Beauty Road 
(NBR) petition first? 

o The City Commission has the ability to table the project.  However, the data being 
gathered within the Wing Ave Study is the same data we would use to evaluate the 
applicability of a Natural Beauty Road. Thus, the Wing Ave study will consider that the 
NBR petition has been filed.  This will provide a better understanding of all the variables 
involved with the Wing Avenue and NBR decisions and how they correlate to each other.   

 


